
viction of Mother 
Teresa was that she 
was sent to bring 
love and recognition 
of human dignity to 
those rejected by 
society, the abject 
poor. She did not 
believe her calling 
to be a social cru-
sader, but a servant 
of the poor—to see 
Christ in them and 
to serve Christ in 
them. Those left on 
the streets to die 
were given mercy 

and love, which served 
their humanity even more 
than healthcare which was 
not available in any case. 
Mother Teresa shows us 
that to live the Gospel of 
Mercy, we do not have to 
do huge works. Just to do 
the small acts of kindness 
and charity is where our 
life of mercy and love must 
start. 

It is a great joy that 
Our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, is 
canonising Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta 
this morning in St 
Peter’s Square. This 
Jubilee Year of Mer-
cy is a call each of us 
to learn from the 
example of the 
saints. It is wonder-
ful that, at the heart 
of this Holy Year, 
we are offered the 
example and the 
prayer of this great woman 
of mercy, and that she is 
raised to the altars as a 
focus for the whole 
Church. 

It is unfortunately true that 
the holiness and loving 
mercy of St Teresa is not 
universally recognised, and 
indeed Mother Teresa has 
been vilified and criticised 

by a number of people. 
The atheist advocate, 
Christopher Hitchens, did 
his best to assassinate the 
character of Mother Tere-
sa. The chief criticisms 
levelled against her are that 
she did nothing to alleviate 
poverty in her country, 
and did not look after peo-
ple with an adequate level 
of medical skill. The con-
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SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Peter Claver 

1581-1654 
When Peter was born, the 
slave trade in the Americas 
was already well under 
way. As a student at Uni-
versity in Barcelona, Peter 
wrote in a notebook: “I 
must dedicate myself to the 
service of God until death, 
on the understanding that I 
am like a slave.” To achieve 
the goal of his vocation, he 
joined the Jesuits and went 

on mission to modern day 
Colombia, to the city of 
Cartagena. As slaves were 
deposited on the dock side, 
he and his helpers would 
come assist those who 
were sick, and bring them 
food, water, and clothing, 
as well as medicines. They 
would bury the dead, and 
then instruct and baptise 
these African slaves. He 
saw himself as a ‘slave to 
the slaves. 
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St Teresa of Calcutta, pray for us! 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 3rd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Julius Kaminskas 

Sunday 4th 9.00am    Holy Mass  John O’Sullivan 

Twenty-Third   11.00am   Holy Mass  Lilian & Cyril Wilson 

Sunday of the Year     6.30pm Holy Mass David Lishman 

Monday 5th 9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

Feria 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

  5.00pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Novena Mass Michael Fryer 

Tuesday 6th 8.30am     Eucharistic Adoration  

Feria 9.15am    Holy Mass Andrew Sturgess 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 7th       

Feria       

Thursday 8th  9.15am   Holy Mass  Private Intention 

Nativity of the Blessed 5.00pm    Reception of Body Antoni Bernard Kasperowicz RIP 

Virgin Mary 6.00pm    Holy Mass  Philip Plimbley 

Friday 9th           9.30am  Holy Mass Private Intention 

Feria 1.30pm    Requiem Mass Antoni Bernard Kasperowicz RIP 

    6.00pm Word & Communion  

    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 10th      10.30am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

Our Lady   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Jean Finn 

Sunday 11th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Joan & Peter Jackson 

Twenty-Fourth  11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael Fryer (SVP) 

Sunday of the Year     6.30pm Holy Mass Angela Doherty 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available to see parishioners for any 
need on Monday evenings, 7pm to 8pm at St 
Joseph’s Presbytery, Goldenhill.  No need to 
make an appointment - just turn up. There 
will be no Surgery on 12th September. 

Mass Requests 

Please give ALL Mass request envelopes and offerings directly to Fr Julian. 
It is easy for envelopes to go astray if left unattended in the sacristy, or hand-
ed to someone else.  If you want Mass on a specific date, please allow at least 
a month’s notice. First come first served for a particular date or time.  
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PASTORAL 
Weekly schedule changes From 
this week the following changes are 
taking place to the weekly Mass and 
Service schedule:  
¨ St John’s (Gloucester Road) 

will now have their Masses on 
Monday afternoon at 2.15pm, 
alternate weeks.  

¨ Monday Eucharistic Adoration 
at St Joseph’s will begin at 
5pm rather than 5.15pm.  

¨ Mass on Friday mornings at St 
John’s will be at 9.30am, ra-
ther than 9.15am. The chil-
dren will attend on alternate 
weeks. 

Of course, as usual, the schedule 
changes from week to week because 
of funerals, or Fr Julian’s other re-
sponsibilities, so please keep an eye 
on the weekly bulletin. 

Novena to Our Lady Please re-
member that, each Monday evening, 
we have a perpetual Novena Mass at 
St Joseph’s in honour of Our Lady 
the Untier of Knots. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to bring actual life prob-
lems in our lives and in those of oth-
ers into the hands of Our Lady. The 
idea is to come on nine consecutive 
Mondays for the Novena devotions. 
Petitions can be put into the box by 
the picture of Our Lady, Untier of 
Knots. Come and join us for this 
wonderful devotion to Our Lady! 

Our Lady’s Birthday There will be 
an extra Mass on Thursday at 9.15am 
in St Joseph’s, together with the Mass 
at 6pm at English Martyrs’, to cele-
brate this popular feast day. 

Pilgrimage to Spain/Fatima 
There will be a meeting for everyone 
going on the pilgrimage to Spain and 
Fatima on Sunday 11th September at 
4pm at English Martyrs’ Biddulph in 
the meeting room at the back of 
Church. Please try to attend if you 
are on the pilgrimage.  

Biddulph SVP The next meeting 
will be on Tuesday 13th September 
at 7pm in the meeting room. They 
now have a collection box in church 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 21st Sep-
tember at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 
2pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits for just 
a £1. If you need transport please 
contact Matt Ford on 07587034299. 
It would be great to get new mem-
bers. If you know of anyone who 
might benefit, please suggest coming 
along to them. 

Friendship Club Day Trips A day 
trip to Llandudno on 19th Septem-
ber. Cost of the coach £14. Will de-
part Kidsgrove Town hall at 9.45am 
and return approx. 7pm. To book a 
place contact Matt Ford on 
07587034299. Also Houses of Par-
liament Coach Trip on 26th Octo-
ber, Cost £10. Coach will depart 
Kidsgrove Town Hall at 7.30am. As 
well as the visit to the Houses of Par-
liament there will also be a sight see-
ing tour of London on the coach. 
Places for this trip are selling fast. 
Again to book a place contact Matt 
Ford on 07587 034299. 

Marriage 

Congratulations to Warren Hoskins 
Hayley Coates who were married at 
St John’s yesterday. 

Death 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Antoni Bernard Kasperowicz. 
Requiem Mass will be offered for the 
repose of his soul on Friday 9th Sep-
tember at 1.30pm at English Martyrs 
followed by burial at Biddulph. His 
body will be received into Church on 
Thursday at 5pm. 

             Requiescat in pace 

CONSECRATION 
Consecration Vigil The rite of 
consecration asks that the people of 
the parish come together on the eve 
of the consecration to pray for the 
parish. There will be Mass on Friday 
16th September at 6pm followed by a 
time of Eucharistic Adoration at Eng-
lish Martyrs’, with the veneration of 
the relics of the saints who are to be 
enshrined in the main altar. 

Consecration Mass His Grace the 
Archbishop will be with us to cele-
brate the Mass of Consecration of 
English Martyr’s Church on Saturday 
17th September at 11am. Everyone 
is invited and welcome to come! 
Tickets for the celebration buffet 
after the Consecration on 17th Sep-
tember at approximately 1pm are 
available for everyone from all the 
parishes of our partnership of parish-
es. They will be on sale at English 
Martyrs’ after Mass. At St John’s, St 
Joseph’s, and St Patrick’s please con-
tact the parish office during the 
week. There will be transport to the 
Leisure Centre for those who need it. 

Preparation Meeting The next 
working group meeting for the Cele-
bration Committee will be on Tues-
day 13th September at 8pm in the 
meeting room. Thanks to all who 
have taken part in the working parties 
over the past year. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

for the needs of the conference. It 
will be placed against St Antony’s 
statue and any donation would be 
gratefully received. 

UCM The Goldenhill Union of Cath-
olic Mothers will next meet on 
Wednesday 18th September at 7pm, 
enter via Lady Chapel door. 

Colwich Retreat Day A day or-
ganised by the UCM but open to all 
ladies of the parishes, will be on Sun-
day 25th September. Cost £10, 
transport provided with a pick up 
from  Goldenhill. Contact Cath Han-
cock for more details on 853941/
Mobile 07929 213849. 

Children’s Liturgy The Children’s 
Liturgy begins again next Saturday/
Sunday. All of our Children’s Liturgy 
groups need new volunteers to su-
pervise or even to lead. If you would 
like to help our children engage in 
the worship of the Church more ef-
fectively, then please see Fr Julian. 
Children’s liturgy is subject to the  
Diocesan safeguarding procedures.  



Entrance Antiphon: You are just, O Lord, and your 
judgement is right; treat your servant in accord with 
your merciful love. 
Response to the Psalm: O Lord, you have been our 
refuge from one generation to the next. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] I call you 
friends, says the Lord, because I have made known 
to you everything I have learnt from my Father. 
[Alleluia.] 
Preface of Ordinary Sundays VIII  Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  Save us... 
Communion Antiphon: Like the deer that yearns for 
running streams, so my soul is yearning for you my 
God; my soul is thirsting for God, the living God. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 1052         

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£393.50, Non-Gift Aid £147.58, 
Total £541.08.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £167.00, Non-
Gift Aid £163.22, Total £330.22.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £216.40, Non-
Gift Aid £151.58, Total £367.98. 
Society of African Missions The 
Mission appeal totalled £652.15 
Second Collections: This week 
there will be a second collection at 
English Martyrs only for the Conse-
cration Flowers. At the other church-
es we are having a collection to sup-
port the Diocese of Ascoli Piceno, to 
support the work in rebuilding the 
churches of the area of the recent 
earthquake. A collection for this will 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 14:25-33 

Like a king making ready for battle or a contractor about to build a 
tower, we have to count the cost as we set out to follow Jesus. Our 
Lord today is telling us upfront the sacrifice it will take. His words 
aren't addressed to His chosen few, the Twelve, but rather to the 
"great crowds" - to anyone who wishes to be His disciple. That only 
makes His call all the more stark and uncompromising. We are to 
"hate" our old lives, renounce all the earthly things we rely upon, to 
choose Him above every person and possession. Again He tells us that 
the things we have - even our family ties and obligations - can become 
an excuse, an obstacle that keeps us from giving ourselves completely 
to Him. Weighed down by many earthly concerns, the burdens of our 
body and its needs, we could never see beyond the things of this 
world, could never detect God's heavenly design and intention. So in 
His mercy He sent us His Spirit, His Wisdom from on High, to make 
straight our path to Him  

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: Arnold Jones (PD); Crot-
ty, Davenport & Howle Families; 
Irene Morrey 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. Min-
imum donation £5. 

Fun Day There will be a fun day for 
children with disabilities aged 5-13 
and their families, on Sunday 9th 
October at Father Hudson’s, St Cath-
erine’s Day Centre, Coventry rd, 
Coleshill B46 3EA. If interested there 
are some leaflets at the back of 
church with more details. 

September Days of Prayer for 
Vocations St Wulstan’s, Wolstan-
ton, Thursday 8th September; St 
Maria Goretti, Bentilee, Monday 
12th September; St Mary’s, Norton, 
Thursday 15th September; St Giles, 

YEAR OF MERCY 
be taken at English Martyr’s at the 
consecration Mass on 17th Septem-
ber. 
Next Week there will be a collec-
tion for the Catholic Education Ser-
vice.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.128 J Smith; 2nd Prize £10, No.1 
Christine Moss; 3rd Prize £5, No.34 
G Lovatt. Annual, Quarterly and 
Monthly Subscriptions are due. An-
nual is £52, Quarterly £13 and this 
Months subscription is £4 (4 week 
month). There are nine numbers 
available, please see Ken Holmes or 
Clare Leech and they will give you a 
form.  

Cheadle, Friday 23rd September. 

Walk of Witness The walk in soli-
darity with refuges will depart from 
St Chad’s Cathedral at 12.30pm, 
following the 11am Mass. The walk 
will go along the canal to the Bir-
mingham ICC, venue of the Con-
servative party conference. Arch-
biship Longley will accompany the 
walkers and speak on the need to 
‘Welcome the Stranger in this Year 
of Mercy’. 

‘Mercy’ St Thomas More Catholic 
Academy, Longton invite you to a 

Evenings of Mercy The next 
Deanery Evenings of Mercy are on                                                                                             
Monday 12th September at Our La-
dy’s, Stoke at 7pm followed by Fri-
day 30th September at St Teresa’s, 
Trent Vale at 7pm. The final evening 
will be Tuesday 11th October at St 
George & St Martin, Birches Head at 
7pm.  

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for 
September 

That each may contribute to the 
common good and to the building of 
the society that places the human 
person at the centre.  
That by participating in the Sacra-
ments and meditating on Scripture, 
Christians may become more aware 
of their mission to evangelize. 

presentation by Margaret and Barry 
Mizen on Monday 19th September at 
7pm. Please confirm your attendance 
by contacting the school, Tel: 
8 8 2 9 0 0  o r  e m a i l  o f -
fice@stmca.org.uk. 


